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Reply to: Lake City Office  
 
July 16, 2018 

 
Hamilton County School District  

Attn: Michael D. Vinson, Jr., Director of Business Services 
5683 US Highway 129 South, Suite 1 

Jasper, Florida 32052 
 

                             RE:  RFP 19-002 - School Board Attorney Services 
 

Dear Superintendent and Board Members:  
 

In accordance with the Request for Proposal, I, Frederick L. Koberlein, Sr., 
am pleased to submit this Letter of Transmittal. We will use the paragraph 

numbering of paragraph 3.c. of the RFP. 

(1) The work to be done. 

Many believe that all a School Board Attorney does is sit in meetings and 

keeps his/her mouth shut. Actually, attendance at the public meetings is just the 

tip of the iceberg. Being a school board attorney involves extensive review and 

interpretation of federal, state, and local laws and ordnances.  It involves the 

application of present or predicted facts and circumstances to those laws and 

regulations. Ideally, it involves solving problems before they become problems, 

which is far less expensive.  It is our belief that the “Work to be Done” by the next 

Hamilton County School Board Attorney encompasses, at a minimum, the foregoing. 

I and the Law Firm, Koberlein Law Offices (“KLO”), are committed to being 

ready to perform the Work to be Done.  Prior to being appointed as a judge, I was 

the Columbia County School Board Attorney for ten years.  We currently represent 

several other state political subdivisions among which are: The City of Lake City and 

The City of Live Oak as well as two other cities and a hospital board. Those clients, 

together with the Board Certification of Frederick Koberlein, Jr. demonstrate our 

ability to represent a collegial body such as the Hamilton County School Board. We 

have compiled more than twenty years of experience representing governmental 

bodies. 

We adhere to the following principles when representing a State Agency such 

as the Hamilton County School Board. 

a. A school board attorney must be available.  Board members, as well as the 

Superintendent and administration officials must have access to quality legal 

opinions, sometimes on short notice.  We will be available. 

b. A school board attorney must be diverse; within a very short period of time, 

he/she may be presented legal issues as diverse as student expulsion is to a 

construction contract.  Or, as diverse as teacher suspension is to a waste 
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control services contract.  We possess a diverse background as is set forth in 

this response. 

c. A school board attorney must be knowledgeable and confident.  When asked 

a question, he/she ought to have a sufficient background to answer those 

questions of a general nature; but also know when to defer and ask for some 

time to respond.  The school board attorney must have the confidence to know 

when to distinguish between those two courses of action. Our training and 

experience demonstrate our ability to meaningfully and timely respond. 

 

(2) The persons who will be authorized to make representations for the proposer 

are: 

 

Name:               Title   Telephone 
Frederick Laurence Koberlein, Sr. Associate  386-269-9802 

Frederick Laurence Koberlein, Jr. Shareholder  386-269-9802 
Megan Nora Standard   Associate  386-269-9802 

 

(3) The Florida Bar numbers of the individuals in the firm are:  

 

Frederick Laurence Koberlein, Sr.  0274747 
Frederick Laurence Koberlein, Jr. 744271 

Megan Nora Standard   101409 
 

In summary, I would serve as your designated School Board Attorney and I 
would personally attend your meetings and sign documentation as the School 

Board’s Attorney.  Each Board Member, as well as the Superintendent, would be 
provided with an after-hours phone number to use in the case of emergencies.  My 

office would always be available.  

Through a public records request, we have obtained and reviewed your legal 
expenses for the past eighteen (18) months. We have suggested a Fee Structure that 

will offer substantial savings for the School District.  During our time as your School 
Board Attorney, we will continue to look for additional savings. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this Proposal for your School 
Board Attorney position.   

    Respectfully submitted,  

 

    Frederick L.  Koberlein, Sr. 
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EXPERIENCE OF LAW FIRM AND ATTORNEYS 

  

This response uses the paragraph numbering of the Request for Proposal 

paragraph 3. d. 

(1) Koberlein Law Offices, PLLC (“KLO”) is a local law office. The primary 

office is in Lake City, Florida. 

 

(2) The location of the KLO office from which the work is to be done will be 

the Lake City office at 855 Baya Avenue, Lake City, Florida.  KLO is 

solely owned and operated by Frederick L. Koberlein, Jr. In addition to 

him, there are two attorneys, Frederick Koberlein, Sr. and Megan 

Standard; the firm employs one paralegal, one law clerk, and two other 

staff. 

 
(3) Frederick Koberlein, Sr. has ten years of experience as the Columbia 

County School Board Attorney. He left that position in good standing; 

he was appointed to a judicial position. He also has more than two years 

of experience as Assistant City Counsel to two municipalities. 

 
Frederick Koberlein, Jr. has many years of experience representing 

local government bodies and state political subdivisions, each 
consisting of numerous elected officials. He is certified by the Florida 

Bar in the area of City, County, and Local Government Law.   
 

Megan Standard has six years of experience representing various local 

government bodies. 
  

(4) The Florida Bar has not taken any disciplinary action against any 

member of the firm. 

 
(5) Within the past five years, (and continuing to the present) the firm has 

represented: 

 
The City of Lake City, Florida as General Counsel 
The City of Live Oak, Florida as General Counsel 

The City of Williston, Florida as General Counsel 
The Town of Fort White, Florida as General Counsel 

The Lake Shore Hospital Authority as General Counsel 
 

(6) The Resume of Frederick Koberlein, Sr. is attached hereto. 

 
(7) This sub-paragraph allows for additional information which 

demonstrates that this responder meets or exceeds the qualifications 
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and criteria.  We will add the additional information by having the 

expected lead attorney, Frederick L. Koberlein, Sr. answer in the first 

person using the titles and paragraph numbers of the RFP, each of the 

“Minimum Qualifications, Preferred Qualifications, and Preferred 

Performance Criteria” are addressed below, 

Minimum Qualifications 

(1) I graduated from the Florida State University School of Law, with 

honors, in December 1978. 

(2) I was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1979. 

(3) I have twenty-six years of experience as an attorney and thirteen years 

of experience as a judge in Florida. 

 
Preferred Qualifications 

 
(1) I am a member of the Florida Bar, the Trial Bar of the United States 

Court for the Middle District of Florida and the Bar of the Eleventh 

Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 
(2) I have ten years of experience in, and knowledge of, the laws applicable 

to a School Board Attorney; I was the attorney for the Columbia County 

School Board for ten years. I was a member of the Florida School Board 

Attorneys Association for ten years; during which I took advantage of 

almost every educational opportunity.  I have attended and will attend 

continuing education courses to maintain competency and currency in 

general areas of law applicable to school boards; i.e. government in the 

sunshine, public records, awarding contracts (procurement). 

 
Preferred Performance Criteria 

 
(1) As the attorney for the Columbia County School District for ten years, 

I obtained an excellent working knowledge of school board policies, 

state, federal, and administrative laws relating to the area of School 

Board Attorney.  

 
(2) As an attorney for many years and a Judge for thirteen years, I have an 

excellent knowledge of judicial proceedings, rules of evidence, and 

methods of research. I routinely undertake many more continuing 

education hours than the required minimum. 

 
(3) In addition to the school board background set forth above, I have two 

years of experience as Assistant City Attorney for the City of Lake City, 

the City of Live Oak, and the Town of Fort White which provide me with 

more than a mere general knowledge of local government law. 
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(4) I have excellent skills in conducting research and preparing sound legal 

opinions. For example, while I was the Dixie County Judge, I handled 

thousands of cases.  No County Court opinion or judgment was 

reversed or overruled. 

 

(5) I have the ability to interpret and apply legal principles and precedents 

in resolving complex legal problems.  See response (4) above. 

 
(6) Although my voice has become raspy, I am still able to communicate 

clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing. 

 
(7) I have in the past and can effectively participate in the preparation and 

presentation of civil litigation matters before State and Federal Courts. 

I recently completed a case in the U.S. District Court; I have several 

state court cases pending. 

 
(8) I can also effectively participate in the preparation and presentation of 

civil litigation matters before the Division of Administrative Hearings. I 

have one administrative case pending. 

 
(9) My successful tenure as an attorney in the public sector and as a judge 

demonstrate my ability to establish and maintain effective working 

relationships with public officials, management, staff, subordinates, 

and the general public. I believe that I work well with my employers. 

 

(10) I have a proven record of excellence in legal counseling and advising 

senior management or boards.  In addition to my school board 

experiences, I have been a member of, or represented numerous lesser 

boards such as: American Red Cross, Three Rivers Legal Services, Inc., 

Columbia County Humane Society, St. James’ Episcopal Church, and 

several local service organizations. 

 
(11) I recently was instrumental in drafting the voluminous multi-party 

(City, Developer, Owner, Primary Lenders, and Secondary Lenders) 

contract for the City of Lake City to facilitate the Blanche Project (a 

designated historical project requiring additional regulations). The total 

contract length exceeded 80 pages. I have drafted numerous other 

documents including proposed school board policies. 

 

(12) In addition to representing public bodies, I have represented several 

private corporations and institutions. I have a general knowledge of 

their governance issues and concerns. (See response 10 above.) 
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(13) I have ten plus years of experience with Florida School Laws.  I am 

familiar with and have general knowledge of the Florida Department of 

Education laws and rules. 

 
(14) In addition to the highly regulated education industry, I have recent 

experience in reviewing and explaining portions of the Federal Aviation 

Rules.  Pre-law, I was a naval carrier pilot; the intense regulations there 

were a matter of survival. 

 
(15) Since leaving the Navy, I have not been called upon to directly manage 

more than ten people at any given time; however, often my 

recommendations to public administrators involve multitudes. As set 

forth above, I have legal analysis and writing skills. 

 
(16) One of my strengths is listening.  I am especially adept at listening to 

professional employees when they are explaining an area about which 

my knowledge is limited.  My lengthy successful career is evidence of 

my ability to work with professionals and lawyers. A consensus is 

superior to a “best day in court.” 

 

(17) I am cognizant of “risk-reward” analysis.  I am experienced in giving 

“Fight” or “Flight” advise. 

 

(18) I have legal experience in each of the areas set forth in this sub-

paragraph. In the areas of I have limited expertise, I have a good 

background of knowing where to look or who to ask for assistance. Over 

my almost forty years of experience, I have learned when to recommend 

retention of additional or outside counsel for assistance. 
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FREDERICK LAURENCE KOBERLEIN, SR.               
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Juris Doctor (J.D.)     1978 

with honors; Moot Court; Student Bar Association;  
Phi Alpha Delta.  

Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL  
 
Master of Business Administration 1974 

3.92 GPA; Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. 
University of West Florida, Pensacola, FL 
 
Bachelor of Science    1965 
United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, MD   

 
EXPERIENCE 
 

Judicial. Appointed by the Governor as Dixie County Judge in May 2003.  
Elected by the citizens to the position in 2004; reelected by them in 2010.  In 

June 2003 was appointed acting Circuit Judge for all Dixie County civil cases. 
Was primarily responsible for all: County civil and criminal cases, all circuit civil 
litigation, including but not limited to, civil suits (including torts and contracts), 

family law, juvenile, domestic violence, and mental health cases.  Instituted a 
unified civil court and numerous scheduling efficiencies, as well as cost savings, 

in Dixie County. In February 2013 appointed by the Florida Supreme Court to 
Senior Judge Status.   
 

Attorney. Martindale AV rating.  General Practice-Litigation in the Third 
Judicial Circuit of Florida, from 1979 until judicial appointment.  Six years with 
a ten lawyer firm; remainder as general partner in a two to five lawyer firm.  Have 

had primary responsibilities for cases ranging from causes of action for wrongful 
death (plaintiff and defense) to relatively minor summary procedure claims.  

Handled numerous cases from inception through appeal, including all phases of 
investigation and discovery, pretrial and post-trial motions, hearings before 
arbitrators and administrative bodies, and trials before judges and juries.  

Typical case load included: family law cases involving all phases of domestic 
litigation, defense and prosecution of negligence and product liability cases, 
administrative proceedings, commercial litigation involving contracts and/or 

Uniform Commercial Code, and real property disputes.  General Counsel for the 
Columbia County School Board. Since 2016, employed at Koberlein Law Offices, 

PLLC. 
 



 

10 
 

Admitted to Practice in all State Courts in State of Florida; U.S. Northern and 
Middle District Courts of Florida; U.S. Fifth and Eleventh Circuit Courts; U.S. 

Court of Claims; and United States Supreme Court.   
Mediator. Previously Certified Circuit Court Mediator and currently Certified 

Family Law Mediator.    

 
Non-Legal. United States Navy.  Duties included serving thirteen commands at 

seven naval air stations and aboard four aircraft carriers, with billets ranging 
from those of a purely administrative nature to those requiring management, 
supervision, and budgeting large numbers of personnel and sophisticated 

equipment.  As a Navy carrier pilot, accumulated more than 3500 flight hours.  
Visited numerous states and foreign countries.  While assigned to staff duty, 

established the procedures for the joint use of limited airspace by the Air Force, 
Navy, private and commercial aviation interests, and initiated and implemented 
the Integrated Basic Flight Syllabus which subsequently became the model for 

all Naval Flight Training Syllabi; and was awarded the Navy Achievement Medal 
for personal services. 

 
ASSOCIATIONS 
 

The Florida Bar: Sections:  Family Law Section, Trial Lawyer's Section, Past 
Committees: Florida Bar Code and Rules of Evidence Committee,  Family Law 
Section Alternative Dispute Resolution Committee, Third Judicial Circuit 

Grievance Committee (1990-1993); Third Judicial Circuit Fee Arbitration 
Committee (Chairman 1987-1990); Florida Bar Juvenile Rules Committee (1987 

-1995 ). 
 
Other Law related Associations: J.C. Adkins, American Inn of Court; Third 

Judicial Circuit Bar Association (President 1983-1985); Lake City-Columbia 
County Bar Association; Florida School Board Attorneys Association (Director 
2001 - 2003); Third Circuit Unified Family Court Advisory Group; National 

School Board Attorneys Association; Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers; Three 
Rivers Legal Services, Inc. (Director for seven years; President 1991-1993).  

 
Law Volunteer Programs:  Coach of the Columbia High School Mock Trial Team. 
(CHS Team received the Professionalism Award twice) Recipient of Florida Bar 

Pro Bono Service Award.  Director and Judge for Columbia County and Dixie 
County Teen Court Programs.  Instructor for Third Judicial Circuit Volunteer 

Mediator Program. Participant in Supreme Court Justice Teaching program for 
High Schoolers. 
 

Others:  Lake City Lion's Club (1979-2003), Dixie County Lion's Club (First 
President); Chamber of Commerce, Suwannee Chamber of Commerce, American 
Red Cross (Former Director Lake City Chapter); Columbia County Boys Club 

(Former Director); Saint James Episcopal Church; The Episcopal Diocese of 
Florida.   
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FREDERICK L. KOBERLEIN, JR.  
Board Certified Attorney 

City, County, Local Government Law 

 

EDUCATION 

Juris Doctor    2013 
University of Florida Levin College of Law,  
Gainesville, FL  
 
M.B.A. Post-Baccalaureate 1999-2000 

University of North Florida, Jacksonville, FL  
 
Bachelor of Science  1997 
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL  
 

PUBLIC & PRIVATE SECTOR CORPORATE CLIENTS 

• Attorney to Authority Trustees, Lake Shore Hospital Authority, Columbia 
County, Florida 

• Attorney to City Council, City of Live Oak, Florida 

• Attorney to City Council, City of Williston, Florida 

• Attorney to City Council, City of Live Oak, Florida 

• Attorney to Municipal Council, Town of Fort White, Florida 
o Planning & Zoning Board Attorney to the following Boards:  

Town of Fort White, Florida 

o Code Enforcement Board Attorney, City of Williston, Florida 
o Board of Adjustment Attorney, City of Williston, Florida 

• Attorney to Lake Shore Hospital Authority 

• General Counsel, Suwannee River Rendezvous Resort, LLC 

• General Counsel, Rountree-Moore Chevrolet, Cadillac, Nissan, LLC 

• General Counsel, Rountree-Moore Ford, LLLP 

• General Counsel, Rountree-Moore Toyota, LLLP 
 

MEMBERSHIPS 

Position Association Name Duration 
Member Florida Municipal Attorneys Association           2006–present 

Member Florida Bar, City, County and 

Local Government Law Section                    2010–present 

Member Florida Association of Code Enforcement           2014-present 

Barrister James C. Adkins, Jr. American Inn of Court 2003–present 

Member Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 2004–present 
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Member Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

(Third Judicial Circuit chapter)                    2004–present 

Member Third Judicial Circuit Bar Association           2004–present 

Member Rotary Club of Lake City, Florida                    2014-present 

Volunteer Habitat for Humanity                                       2013-present 
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MEAGAN STANDARD  

 

EDUCATION 

Juris Doctor            August 2009 – May 2012 

Certificate in Environmental and Land Use Law  
University of Florida Levin College of Law,  
Gainesville, FL  
 

Bachelor of Arts      June 2003 – May 2007 

University of North Florida, Jacksonville, FL  

 

EXPERIENCE 

Koberlein Law Offices   January 2015 – present  
Koberlein Law Offices, Gainesville, FL  

• Serving and assisting the Planning and Zoning Board of Fort White, Florida 

at their monthly meetings as a representative of the City Attorney.  

• Drafting an amended Comprehensive Plan for Fort White, Florida.  

• Representing junior mortgage holders in foreclosure actions.  

Local Counsel  January 2014 – present  
Stewart Law Group, Lake Mary, FL  

• Representing plaintiffs in foreclosure actions for hearings, trials, and 

mediations in nineteen counties throughout North Central Florida.  

Law Clerk April 2013 – February 2014 
Turner O’Connor Kozlowski, Gainesville, FL   

• Researching and drafting legal memoranda on various criminal defense 

issues, including violation of probation jurisdictional conflicts, the 

admissibility of evidence in cases involving minors, driver’s license 

suspension and reissuing, and post-conviction relief.  

Public Interest Fellow January 2013 – April 2013 
Southern Legal Group, Gainesville, FL   

• Researching and drafting legal memoranda on systemic cases involving 

federal constitutional law issues, including post-deprivation remedies for 

due process violations, privacy issues in Fourth Amendment seizures, loss 

of benefits challenges, and American with Disabilities Act employee 

discrimination.  
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Law Clerk June 2012 – March 2014, as-needed basis 
Law Office of Clark A. Stillwell, Esq., Inverness FL  

• Researching and drafting memoranda on local land use, real estate, and 

property law issues, including foreclosure fees defense, essential 

requirements of law standards for certiorari review, and plat disputes.  

Student Associate August 2011 – May 2012 
Environmental and Land Use Law Conservation Clinic, University of Florida 
Levin College of Law, Gainesville, FL   

• Co-authored deliverable publications on Florida’s statutory ports and 

working waterfronts and land use planning methods to protect commercial 

and recreational deep water access.  

• Worked with a national coalition to assist local governments seeking to 

enhance and preserve their waterfront infrastructure for a wide range of 

industries, including commercial fishing and recreational boating.  

• Worked with representatives from Treasure Island, Pinellas County, 

Southwest Florida Water Management District, and experts in low-impact 

development design to draft proposed changes to stormwater regulations.  
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REQUIRED FORMS 
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FEE STRUCTURE 

 

As is set forth above, we have requested, via a public records request, the 

legal fees for the School District for the past eighteen (18) months.  We have 

relied upon those expenses in trying to ascertain a fair fee for the School District.  

The RFP states, "The fee structure should include a retainer for basic services …. 

Other rates may be provided for work outside the scope of basic services."  In 

accordance with that provision: 

KLO suggests  a monthly retainer fee of $2,000.00 for the basic 

services listed in the RFP.   

KLO suggests $120.00 per hour for non-litigation work outside the scope 
of basic services. 

 
It is our intention to leave you with the impression that our Proposal is the 

most responsible due, in large part, to the approach that we have taken to 

determine what the School Board’s legal needs are and where we can save the 
School Board over the course of time.   For example, in the six months of this 

calendar year, your legal expenses have been in excess of $75,000.00. We 
respectfully suggest that the School District's savings in the near and distant 
future will be significant. 
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REFERENCES – ENTITIES 

 

CITY OF LAKE CITY, FLORIDA  
(October 2016 – present) 

Stephen M. Witt 
Mayor  
205 N. Marion Avenue  

Lake City, Florida 32055 
(386) 752-2031 

PURVIS, GRAY & COMPANY 
(May 2011 – present)  

Helen Y. Painter 
CPA and Audit Partner 
2347 SE 17th Street 

Ocala, Florida 34471 
(352) 732-3872 

 
 

 

CITY OF WILLISTON, FLORIDA 

(May 2011 – present)  
R. Gerald Hethcoat 
Mayor and Board Member  
Post Office Box 160 
Williston, Florida 32696 

(352) 528-3060 

WASTE PRO 

(May 2011 – present)  
Dayna Miller 
Municipal Marketing Manager 
13331 Southern Precast Drive 
Alachua, Florida 32615 

(386) 462-2500 
 
 

 

CITY OF LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  
(January 2016 – present)  

John W. Gill 
City Clerk  
101 White Avenue SE 

Live Oak, Florida 32064 
(386) 362-2276 

PASSERO ASSOCIATES 
(May 2011 – present)  

Don Ramdass 
Airport Engineer  
13453 N. Main Street, Suite 104 

Jacksonville, Fl. 32218 
(904) 557-6285 

 

 

 

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE,  

(March 2016 – present) 
John Madsen  
Secretary, Lodge 67 
3301 North Main Terrace 
Gainesville, Florida 32609 

(352) 514-1292 

ROUNTREE MOORE TOYOTA  

(January 2010 – present)  
Andy Moore 
Member of Various Boards 
1232 West US 90 
Lake City, Florida 32055 

(386) 755-0631 
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REFERENCES – INDIVIDUALS 

 

HONORABLE GREGORY S. PARKER 

Circuit Judge, Third Judicial Circuit 
of Florida 

Post Office Box 1000 
Perry, Florida 32348 
(850) 838-3520 

HONORABLE M. BLAIR PAYNE, 

ESQ. 
Public Defender, Third Judicial 

Circuit of Florida  
Former Municipal Attorney  
Post Office Box 1209 

Lake City, Florida 32056 
(386) 758-0540 

 
THOMAS J. KENNON, ESQ. 
Local Government Attorney  
Robinson, Kennon & Kendron, P.A. 
582 West Duval Street 

Lake City, Florida 32055 
(386) 755-1334 

 
 
 

MARLIN FEAGLE, ESQ. 
Board Attorney, Florida Gateway 

College 
Marlin M. Feagle, Attorney at Law 
Post Office Box 1653 

Lake City, Florida 32056 
(386) 752-7191 

JOEL F. FOREMAN, ESQ.  
County Attorney, Columbia County  
The Law Office of Joel F. Foreman, 

PLLC.  
207 South Marion Avenue 

Lake City, Florida 32025 
(386) 752-8420 
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FLORIDA BAR PROFILES OF ATTORNEYS 
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